
 
 

Multi-stakeholder Forum: 
Climate Change – Mitigation and Adaptation in Mumbai and Maharashtra 

Friday, 3 May, 9.30-14.00 hrs 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, V.N. Purav Marg, Deonar, Mumbai 

 

Agenda 

9.30  Welcome Remarks 

Indo-German Chamber of Commerce 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom 

9.40  Introduction to the topic: Presentations 

Introduction to climate change 

Existing effects in India 

Future scenarios for Mumbai and Maharashtra 

10.10   Coffee break 

10.20  World Café: Table Discussions 

Sectors: Mobility and transportation 
 Industrial Production 
 Agriculture 

Round #1: Drivers of climate change in Mumbai and Maharashtra 
Round #2: Strategies for the mitigation of climate change  
Round #3: Impacts of climate change and adaptation strategies 

11.20 Coffee break 

11.40  Harvest: Discussion of Results 

Presentation of results for each sector 
Discussion of next steps and feedback 

12.25 Presentation: amfori’s Business Environmental Performance Initiative 
Natasha Majumdar, amfori India Representative 

12.35  Closing Note: India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change 

12.45  Vote of Thanks 

13.00  Lunch 

 

 

 



 

Background 

The Multi-stakeholder Forum on Climate Change brings together people from the economy, 
academia, politics and the civil society. With the innovative discussion method of the World Café, it 
will identify driving factors of climate change in selected economic sectors and generate ideas about 
how to mitigate and to adapt to it. The focus is on Mumbai and Maharashtra.  

While exact amounts are subject to debate, the warming of the climate system is scientifically proven. 
Scholars agree that the steady increase in greenhouse gas emissions leads to irreversible changes in 
the climate system, resulting in abnormal precipitation and draughts, rising sea levels, warming and 
acidification of the oceans, and the melting of Antarctic ice sheets and glaciers – just to mention a few 
effects. The dominant driver for this process is man-made economic activity. The current atmospheric 
concentration of carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide constitutes a peak in the last 800,000 
years and anthropogenic interference with the climate system until today has already led to a global 
warming of approximately 1°C. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the United 
Nation’s scientific advisory body, warned that ongoing warming will further increase the likelihood for 
extreme weather events, rising sea levels with negative effects especially for small islands and coastal 
areas, a loss of species, water shortages, and food insecurities on a global scale.  

In India, climate change has already led to a rise in mean temperatures. Research shows that a 
continued warming will most probably establish high-temperature zones in the west and south of the 
country, with negative impacts on agriculture. An already declined monsoon rainfall would further slim 
down and lead to increased water shortages. While parts of the country have already become drier in 
the last decades and droughts already hamper crop production, more frequent heat waves would 
strongly endanger food security. Unimpeded climate change would also make coastal areas and cities 
like Mumbai more vulnerable to sea water intrusion, potentially impacting agriculture and 
contaminating ground water. 

Mitigating climate change and reducing irreversible negative impacts on humanity and its environment 
is a global challenge. To limit warming to 2°C, a reduction of world-wide greenhouse gas emissions by 
40-70% until 2050 is required. The IPCC even urged to keep warming to a maximum of 1.5°C until the 
middle of this century, since higher increases might exceed the adaptive capacity of humans and 
nature. Decreasing climate-damaging emissions starts at the national level. While India has fewer per 
capita emissions than other industrialized countries, it is the third strongest polluter after China and 
the United States regarding total emissions. Simultaneously, adaptation efforts are required to 
manage vulnerability and exposure to the negative effects of climate change. Mumbai and 
Maharashtra as the industrial centers of India are at the frontline of both mitigation and adaptation.  

 


